
Indicator 5: Education Environments (children 6-21) 
 
Instructions and Measurement  
 
Monitoring Priority: FAPE in the LRE 
 
Results indicator: Education environments (children 6-21): Percent of children with IEPs aged 6 through 21 served: 

A. Inside the regular class 80% or more of the day; 
B. Inside the regular class less than 40% of the day; and 
C. In separate schools, residential facilities, or homebound/hospital placements. 

(20 U.S.C. 1416(a)(3)(A)) 
 
Data Source 
Same data as used for reporting to the Department under section 618 of the IDEA, using the definitions in EDFacts file specification 
FS002. 
 
Measurement 
Percent = [(# of children with IEPs aged 6 through 21 served inside the regular class 80% or more of the day) divided by the (total # 
of students aged 6 through 21 with IEPs)] times 100. 
Percent = [(# of children with IEPs aged 6 through 21 served inside the regular class less than 40% of the day) divided by the (total 
# of students aged 6 through 21 with IEPs)] times 100. 
Percent = [(# of children with IEPs aged 6 through 21 served in separate schools, residential facilities, or homebound/hospital 
placements) divided by the (total # of students aged 6 through 21 with IEPs)]times 100. 
 
Instructions 
Sampling from the State’s 618 data is not allowed. 
Describe the results of the calculations and compare the results to the target. 
If the data reported in this indicator are not the same as the State’s data reported under section 618 of the IDEA, explain. 

5 - Indicator Data  
 
Historical Data 

Pa
rt 

Baseline  FFY 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

A 2019 Target >= 52.10% 52.20% 52.30% 52.40% 52.50% 

A 53.10% Data 46.83% 46.96% 47.72% 49.51% 51.08% 

B 2019 Target <= 11.20% 11.20% 11.10% 11.10% 11.10% 

B 10.67% Data 12.74% 12.02% 12.28% 11.32% 10.78% 

C 2019 Target <= 1.50% 1.50% 1.40% 1.40% 1.40% 

C 1.54% Data 1.40% 1.49% 1.07% 1.06% 1.35% 

 
Targets 

FFY 2019 

Target A 
>=  

Target B 
<=  



Target C 
<=  

 
Targets: Description of Stakeholder Input  
The Student Support Services Division of the Office of Public Instruction (OPI) provides multiple services to Montana schools to 
assist them in providing quality education to all students. The programs managed through this division are aligned with the common 
core standards, Montana's State Personnel Development Grant, our Comprehensive System of Personnel Development (CSPD), 
our State Performance Plan, including its improvement activities, and the states ESSA state plan.  
 
Montana is a frontier state that is often described as a small town with very long streets. The special education and disability 
communities are relatively small, but close knit. Personal acquaintanceships and relationships are cultivated and nurtured. We 
maintain an ability to communicate and exchange information on a less formal basis than in many other states and agencies. To 
promote these valued relationships, we hold a strong presence in the public forum where there is an intense interrelationship 
between agencies, associations, and advisory panels and councils with special education staff serving both appointed and 
designated advisory and liaison roles. The same holds true with the membership of the state special education advisory panel; 
strong representation, including not only required member roles, but from a cross section of the disability community including 
students. Dissemination of information from these forums is routinely distributed to participants and to the public which then 
encourages ongoing input and discussion. 
 
Discussions and Stakeholder input of the SPP, APR, SSIP, and RDA/RBA began in 2013 with our State Special Education Advisory 
Panel. The Panel is fully vested and broadly representative of Montana. Additionally, many of the panel members as well as SEA 
staff serve in other agency or organization leadership positions or on advisory groups in the disability community. This enables us to 
draw insight and advice from a very encompassing overview and understanding of Montana's unique needs, potentials, weaknesses 
and strengths.  
 
Other stakeholder groups we sponsor and/or engage include: 
• Our state CSPD includes both regional and state councils that regularly meet to assess APR data and to evaluate professional 
development priorities and results. 
• The CSPD coordinators and SPDG director participates in the RESA State Advisory Council. The RESAs and CSPD regions assist 
with Common Core trainings and work closely with the Striving Readers program. 
• The OPI School Mental Health (SMH) coordinator worked collaboratively with the Children’s Mental Health Bureau at the DPHHS 
to facilitate the provision of mental health services in schools through CSCT (Comprehensive School and Community Treatment 
Services). 
• The OPI staff has developed productive working relationships with other Montana Agencies that serve youth and adults with 
disabilities. OPI staff participated as members of advisory councils for early childhood, vocational rehabilitation, juvenile justice, 
developmental disabilities, the state independent living council and the mental health divisions of the DPHHS. These connections 
have allowed the OPI staff to build strong working relationships with other agencies, which resulted in multiple collaborative projects 
that have strengthened the commitments of all involved to working with Montana’s youth to facilitate smooth transitions from birth to 
adulthood. 
• Working with staff from the Technical Assistance for Excellence in Special Education (TAESE) center, the OPI has facilitated the 
Montana Higher Education Consortium (HEC) for eighteen years. The HEC continues to be a part of CSPD and brings together 
members of faculty from each of the colleges and universities teacher prep programs in Montana. Participation in the consortium is 
strong and includes faculty members from each of the public and private colleges in Montana. This group has worked to provide 
greater standardization of the teacher training programs in Montana and has worked together to improve pre-service training 
programs. This group also is analyzing dispositions of teacher candidates and how to address them, resulting in better prepared 
educators. 
• OPI staff is involved in an additional coalition to engage in discussion and activity with our new PTI (Montana 
Empowerment Center) and Disability Rights Montana.  The goal of this coalition for this first year is to understand the role and 
limitations of each agency, to develop materials for schools and parent to understand the roles of each agency and to explore the 
possibility of jointly producing materials and providing trainings.   
• The OPI staff is also highly engaged with the Schools Administrators of Montana which include affiliates for 
Superintendents, Principals, Special Education Administrators, and IT Directors.  This partnership allows us to respond quickly to 
needs expressed in the field by school staff.    
 
Annually, the SEA brings together representatives from these stakeholder groups for a joint meeting facilitated by TAESE. This 
meeting gathers over 80 front-line stakeholders together to share up-dates of issues and gather input from a comprehensive 
representation of the Montana disability community, families and parents of regular and special education children and students. For 
the past five years, the topic has been Montana's SSIP and activities have been conducted to solicit both general and specific 
stakeholder input. This meeting was not held in the 2019-2020 year due to COVID but is already being actively planned for spring 
2021. 
 
The SEA internal stakeholder work continues particularly through the ESSA comprehensive and targeted schools taskforces.  These 
taskforces were created to 1) provide cohesive supports for the development and implementation of a system wide continuous 
improvement plan across all area of need for the identified comprehensive school and 2) Support schools identified as targeted by 
bringing together OPI staff with deep knowledge of struggling student groups to develop a range of improvement activities These 
task forces include membership from all program divisions of the agency. Given that our Indian schools will comprise our lowest 
performing schools, the overall agency, the task force and the SSIP will are aligned. 
 



The comprehensive task force identifies and examines barriers that exist in our professional relationships with Indian schools. 
Barriers in the districts, and in the agency, were identified and analyzed. This began an assessment of interagency collaboration 
and professional relationships. Common ground was found for improved methodologies in our approach to districts, our analysis of 
district data and community, tribal, and cultural conditions, district capacities, and how better to target and support improvement 
efforts. As a result, SSIP improvement activities are now supported and reinforced through cross-divisional coordinated efforts. The 
Student Support Services division has also been heavily involved in the development of Montana’s new Every Student Succeeds 
Act (ESSA) state plan.  
 
 
Prepopulated Data 

Source Date Description Data 

SY 2019-20 Child 
Count/Educational 

Environment Data Groups 
(EDFacts file spec FS002; 

Data group 74) 

07/08/2020 Total number of children with IEPs 
aged 6 through 21 18,598 

SY 2019-20 Child 
Count/Educational 

Environment Data Groups 
(EDFacts file spec FS002; 

Data group 74) 

07/08/2020 
A. Number of children with IEPs aged 
6 through 21 inside the regular class 

80% or more of the day 
9,876 

SY 2019-20 Child 
Count/Educational 

Environment Data Groups 
(EDFacts file spec FS002; 

Data group 74) 

07/08/2020 
B. Number of children with IEPs aged 
6 through 21 inside the regular class 

less than 40% of the day 
1,984 

SY 2019-20 Child 
Count/Educational 

Environment Data Groups 
(EDFacts file spec FS002; 

Data group 74) 

07/08/2020 
c1. Number of children with IEPs 

aged 6 through 21 in separate 
schools 

175 

SY 2019-20 Child 
Count/Educational 

Environment Data Groups 
(EDFacts file spec FS002; 

Data group 74) 

07/08/2020 
c2. Number of children with IEPs 
aged 6 through 21 in residential 

facilities 
77 

SY 2019-20 Child 
Count/Educational 

Environment Data Groups 
(EDFacts file spec FS002; 

Data group 74) 

07/08/2020 
c3. Number of children with IEPs 

aged 6 through 21 in 
homebound/hospital placements 

35 

 
Select yes if the data reported in this indicator are not the same as the State’s data reported under section 618 of the IDEA. 
NO 
 
FFY 2019 SPP/APR Data 

Education 
Environments 

Number of 
children 

with IEPs 
aged 6 

through 21 
served 

Total 
number of 
children 
with IEPs 

aged 6 
through 21 

FFY 2018 
Data 

FFY 2019 
Target 

FFY 2019 
Data Status Slippage 

A. Number of children 
with IEPs aged 6 
through 21 inside the 
regular class 80% or 
more of the day 

9,876 18,598 51.08%  53.10% N/A N/A 

B. Number of children 
with IEPs aged 6 

1,984 18,598 10.78%  10.67% N/A N/A 



Education 
Environments 

Number of 
children 

with IEPs 
aged 6 

through 21 
served 

Total 
number of 
children 
with IEPs 

aged 6 
through 21 

FFY 2018 
Data 

FFY 2019 
Target 

FFY 2019 
Data Status Slippage 

through 21 inside the 
regular class less than 
40% of the day 

C. Number of children 
with IEPs aged 6 
through 21 inside 
separate schools, 
residential facilities, or 
homebound/hospital 
placements [c1+c2+c3] 

287 18,598 1.35%  1.54% N/A N/A 

 
Use a different calculation methodology (yes/no) 
NO 
 
Provide additional information about this indicator (optional) 
Montana was able to make the reporting change to the FS002 EdFacts file report that was submitted in April 2020.  This reporting 
change resulted in 5-year olds who were enrolled in Kindergarten being reported in FS002, thus changing the reporting measure for 
Indicator 5.  Montana is resetting baseline in the FFY2019 APR to reflect this change in the reporting measure data. 
 

5 - Prior FFY Required Actions 
None 

5 - OSEP Response 
The State has revised the baseline for this indicator, using data from FFY 2019, and OSEP accepts that revision. 
 
Reporting requirements for the IDEA section 618 data collection (specifically, IDEA Part B Child Counts and Educational 
Environments) were updated to allow States to include five-year-olds in Kindergarten in file specification FS002 - Children with 
Disabilities (IDEA) School Age and exclude these children from file specification FS089 - Children with Disabilities (IDEA) Early 
Childhood for School Year (SY) 2019-20. SY 2019-20 (i.e., FFY 2019) was the transition year for this change; States had the option 
to report five-year-olds in Kindergarten in FS002 in their SY 2019-20 submission or wait to do so with their SY 2020-21 submission, 
when the change becomes permanent.  The State transitioned to reporting five-year-olds in Kindergarten in FS002 for its SY 2019-
20 submission under IDEA section 618.  This change impacts the State’s data for SPP/APR Indicators 5 and 6, because the 
required data source for SPP/APR Indicators 5 and 6 is the same data as used for reporting to the Department under IDEA section 
618.  Therefore, the State’s slippage status indicates “NA” for this indicator. 

5 - Required Actions 
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